Similarity of geological formation indicates a similarity in the diseases of a country as seen in the localities visited by malarial fevers. A certain amount of heat, and a sufficient time for its manifestation, are necessary for the development of certain maladies.
In the West Indies, the period of disease follows the course of the sun, the unhealthy season occurring at opposite times on the northern and southern sides of the equator. As the sun proceeds northwards in the ecliptic, so the sickly season advances from the southern to the northern islands. In the Mediterranean the mortality is doubled in the hot season This great epidemic spanned the entire globe : unlike the yellow fever, it was not confined to a certain elevation above the earth's surface, but, leaving the lower stratum of the atmosphere, it followed its victims to the summits of great elevations, as in the table-land of Malwa, the villages of which are situated 2500 feet above the level of the sea. In 1818 it appeared at Catmandoo in Nepaul, at the foot of the Himalayas, nearly 5000 feet above the sea; and in 1822, and again in 1852, it raged with great violence at Erzeroum, 6100 feet above the sea. Yet it appears that difference of level has a certain influence on the frequency and virulence of the disease. In the higher quarters of Paris, with an elevation of 56 feet above the river, the deaths were at the rate of 18*55 per 1000, while in the lower quarters, 9 or 10 feet above the Seine, the deaths were 23*60 per 1000. In London, the deaths were nearly in the inverse ratio of the elevation of the ground : under 20 feet above the Thames the proportion was 102 in 10,000 ; from 20 to 40 feet, 65 in 10,000 ; from 40 to 60 feet, 34 in 10,000; and from 60 to 80 feet the mortality was 27 in 10,000 ; 80 to 100 feet, 22 in 10,000; at 350 feet, only 8 in 10,000. In a single year England lost, by the visitation of cholera, 70,000 individuals, of whom 30,000 were adults, being 10,000 more men than fell in battle in'tiie wars between 1800 and 1815. 
